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REPORT NF THE RAWAHGEDEH OBSERVATION TEAM
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INTRODUGTIAON

As Organization of Misainn o . ‘
. . : .- / 1

-

+ At 1ts fiftieth mmeting on 26-Detembef 1947, the Committee of Gooed Officea
instructed its essistants to enquire into the situation at Rawahgedeh, in the
‘Krawung area, as requested by the Special Committes of the Indenesian Repubhc
in ite letter dated 11 December (See Annex I). The assistants werd also’
instructed to acquaint themsdlves with and repoit on the general conditiond
in the area concerned, in accordance with the Committes's general policy for

such enquirles. ‘

It is desired toi?acord that, as a condltion put by the Netherlands autho-
rities to the conduct of this investigation, no representative of the Republs:
of Indonesia Was allgwad to accompany the Nbservation Teamj in these cirdums-
tances, the Commlttee did not request the Netherlands authorities to appoint

such a representatlTa.

Purgrant to the Committee's decision, an observation team was constituted
as follows: !

‘Australia: " Brigedier E.M., Neylan, :
assisted at variocus timss by Squadron Leader
L. Kr‘oll. .
Belgiums Major T.d. Deckers,

asslsted at various times by Capt. F. Abu

United States: ‘L .w=Colonel N,8s Dixon,
' agsisted at various times by Capt. J.A.MacNeil.

Secrotarint: Mr. George Kéminker,
assisted a¢ various times by Mr. J.F, Collinss

The team decided to conduct preliminary 1nqu1ries in Batavis and on 2 -
January met with the Chairman of the Spec¢ial Committeo of the Indonesian Republic
and, two of his military advisers., M 3 January the team interviewed Mists,
the person mentipned in the communique dated 22 December concerning the ocour=
rerices in the Rawahgedeh aren, issued by Netherlands Army Public Relations. "
on & Jamiary the team interviewed Major Wymen who was in charge of the operatiun
of the Netherlande feorces in Rawahgedeh on 9 Decembere

.0n § and.6 January, the tsam proceesded tc the area and visited Krawang and
Rawahgedeh,'iniervieiing a number of persons, § list of whom appears in Annex
IZ, Upon its return from the area concérned the team held peveral further
meetings in the preparation of this report, .

B, Scheduls ~f Inqu1ry'

2 January (Batavia) 3 Meeting with Chalrman” and Military members of tha

' . Indonesian Speclal Committes,

3 January (Betavia) : Interview with Mista (See 8ection II, Cwl)

4 January (Butavi&) t Interview with Major Wynen, G40, Netherlands Forces
at Rawahgedeh (See Seotion III, B).

. 5 January (KrnwangnRawahgedeh) t Various interviews « viait to area
(508 Annex II),

6 January (Krawang) : Various interviews (See Annex II),



GENERAL CONDITIONS IN THE AREA o

Civil Administration

.'Q."n\
The area concerned in the present report is situated in the ‘:hstrlct
of Rengasdargdbi, Departrment Regency of ILra.xa.'ang, ‘Residency Afdeeling of
Batavia, Frovince of West Java, Krawang is about 70 kilometers by road
altost due cast of Batavia, along the min highway Batav:.a—Semarang.!

The structure of the civil administration has remained unchanged since
the days tefore World War IT - through the Japanese occupation, the -Republican
adrinistration and also after the Dutch '"police action", It is again in. v
the hands of Netherlands and Indonesian of ficials, The administrative divi- .
cion is clearly seen from-the following table: b

Territorigs Titles (Netherlands or .Titles (Ind;mesian
Indonesian Officizls Officials only
Fravince Recomba (CGovernment Com- ,
missioner for Ipter- -
nal Affairs) :
~ Residency (ifdeeling) Resident : : -
Department (Rogency) Assi stent-Resident Regent (Ass:.sted by
a Pathi) | N
‘District Controléeur Wedana (D:i.st,rictA
~head)
Sub-District ‘ - Assistant Wedana
ncsse (community of Kampongs) . = A .~ ILoerah (des:{a-'-head)

Y.amporig (viilage) - . Ketoeca Iiampojn:%d(vg_l—
age ‘elder

"3, [Economic Conditions:

he Krawang area, sjtuated in the pleins along the Nort){g coast of

“lest Java, <is famed for its exceptionally fine rice crops. The rice pro-

o.cad therce is of such’ cpal_lt.y that for many years some unrest has existed,

~mong the population on account of the fact that the local rice was bought

"ar export and inferior rice imported for consumption,.

. Tho main railway lino, Batavia-Cheribon-Semarang, runs through the areca, .
iz also 2 secondary railway line from Krawanz to the district capital

Cenzasdenzkdelk, ;-

In the main, the land is government property leased out in small
"ots to the peas: n’cs agdinst a rental payable in currency and not in a
wireentage of the crops, The lease of such plots is inherited from father
son as an hereditary right.” However, land may also be bought outright by
i 7y individual domiciled on it. Other tracts are reserved exclusively for
.cacoe to Indonesian peasants, Others again are unsaleable Government pro-
wriy rescrved.for public utility’ purposes (roads, railways, bridges, irri-
~aticn canals, ard sluices, etcy), |

‘The peasant remains, the undisputed owner of his crops, to consume and
‘cll to rre mills which normdlly ex:.st in considerable numbers in uhc ares
I'd arc mostly Ch:.m.se—-owned.

Apart from the main hlghway, at present in very poor condition, there
i ~.'t an intricate network of country roads now exclusively used by the
wi.tek carts of the pc.asants. The population circulated between villages
o lrmt, and therefore distances between villages are considered to bei vory
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Lo, a“l tlnour'h iri mr‘my cases they o~ not eyceed a few miles, Bicycles
[EE ) cnst in faa.r numbc“s bu’o are: mostly out of use owing to lack of
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Rice ,g_r'oyring. is, by fe’x‘i'_t:he_: main activity -of the district, f

e 'v

, ‘, e
, The overwhelming magorlty of the populetlon is composed oi‘ pea.sants
' HhOau exclurive ectivity is the growing "of rice. They live in kampongs formed
of a cluster of houses or hubs built of split bamboo and thatched with |
rice striw, « A certain number of kampongs form z Dessa with a populat:.on
verylnb fron 2 few hundred- to. several thousands and scattered among endless
‘rice rieldsy llousestare extremely primitive-and very poorly furnlshed
‘lo iHing 15 of the simplest and aprears. very scarce. -There is no indica-
Lot oi‘ i‘ood snortage and the people Been . in good health, .

Co “necm wbion “of ﬂooulatlon

”f'h’ﬂ -por)ul_,lon is h:.uhly hetorogenous in charactcr and 'is composed of
mdene s, n Javanese und West Javd, Malgys, As a consequence, the language
is br,.ulccllj Sund;' nece but many Indones;._n (Walav) and Javtmese words are

ts

It. seoms thau pa.xt of the mple populc.tlon ; generally younger men who
hire thoii services to more sebttled peasant fumllles, is very unstable,
wandering from lu.'nponb to kempong, Conseq_uently, tho nunbor of inhabn_ta.nts
in e ach '»1:1“.. ; 'veries fromday to do.y. P ‘

.. Each Tessu possesses & primary school but therc seems to be no!cOm—-
‘pulsory educztion, . Many children are often requlred t& help in the rice
fields and'go to scr.ool vhen they can be gared. There is little doubt that
in the muih “thede'is @ acomplete lack of even elementery, education, The
neople interviowed in Rawahgedeh secmed unable to indicate dates and:hours
with any degrec of accuracy and their ideas about distances and numbers
in gonerel were extromely hazy, They. pretended complete ignorance. of the
:\ J_‘l tical situntion in the country, but this may have becn the Fésult of
v fear in the present uhsettled circumstances and a consequence:of
rocent incidents in tho area. « There is some svidence to show that they
arc not ignorcont’ of the main 1linds at least pf the present cbspute betwc.en
‘hc, Netlier lands and the Ropubllc‘

' 1Ilm.n t.ht, tca.m v1q1ted, waahgedeh accomnanled by Netherlands offlcers
end soldier's,s the few inhabitants -ih. the mllage at that time did nqt show
ony fear or distrust, Their attitude was friendly, However, there is
cvidence to show that:the proximity of" z;anbs and the possibility of en-
counters: betwecn thesc g angs and Netherlands patrols,.tales of violence
~nd robudry in the areg., and-in general ‘any kind of abnormal r:lronmstances
‘_:'c sufficient to kedp the populatlon awey f ram the rice fields,. In,

whzedeh itself the few people the team was eble to interview appeared
chove o1l covrernt,d with the fate of their own v1llage, pretending total -
iznorance of the allezed subversive uCtl'Vltleu which led up to the incldents
of 9 Dgcember, Lo

I‘ron various sources cvidence was obtained 4o show that for many. ' years

prst the populetion of the area has shown a tendency to engage in unlawful
activities on the part of individuals or small bands. 4 'state of laten’o '
varest has therefore existed in the erea for a longtime, ‘and*the organiz&t:.on,
" of larger bands ana: underground ‘.Cth'.Ltl es in g eneral has'thus ‘been grohtly
1a(~111tutcd. ‘ i
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BACKGROUND OF INCIDENTS IN THE AREA .

\
13

Mationa liatic trends: ' L \

With the Japenese capitalatien in August 19l+5, the Indoneglan Republlc

1aimed its independence (17 August 1945)7 To add staturc to this| Govern-.
L ,nr,, a h(.pugll('an BTmy (TRI) was organized for the most part from former
Jancnese trained IndoneSLan military organizations 'that served as home guard
nd seowrity troops durln(; the Japanese occupations Many political partles

:.11d youth movemonts in their drive for membership and their maneuvering for ,,
more power in the Republican Goverrnment organized separate "irregular! forces £
to gain such objectives more promptly. At first, these forces were not )
epposcd by the Government but eondoned since all hed one basic. cleim; |1.e., :

* deny the return of the Netherlands Administration, Apter the Linggadjati
agreemont was signed the -political situation became so delicate that the
:e_,vmle.can Goverrment was forced to secure central control of all fighting
1cvees, in order that the Government would not be put in a position of
oherrassment by uncontrolled provocations by,the "irregular" forces.!| By
i'residential Tecree the Nationalist Army of Indonesia (TNI) was established,
t.llowing the "irrepular" forces o chance t6 j%in the TNI or roturn- ta! aa:xr:\_han
rursuits,. While some success was achieved, the Republic....experienced con-
giderable difficulty in carly 1947, in the general mrea of Krawang, wth
Mirrejular! forces who did not wish to coopcrate.' Action between these
forces and Republican troops was successful in disarming many of the fighting
clements including loawless gangs; héwever, this area rcx.lan_ncd generally
speaking, o dninistretively unstable, ‘

. - . - 1

With the initiation of "police action" the Ngtherlands troops succeeded
in dispensing the chub]_i_can military and civilian administration in the
Kroweng Arxca, and for two months thercafter little organized resistance
agninst the Netherlands control was encountered, However, during the two
montho peried prior to the Rawahgedeh Ineident, 9 Recember 1947, lawlessness,
increased, with evidence that such activities were, for the most part
cebivities of a loosely organized military underground with 1nap1rat10n'and
wsone direction cmanating from Jogjakarta, Roving bands and individual looters
were 2lso preovalent in this area teking advamtage of unstable conditions
crected by the underground movement,  The aims of the underground movement
~ppocr twofold: (1) to isolate the people from Netherlands administrative
cenbrol by "removing® village heads sympathetic to the returh of this 1control;'

‘2) to impcir Netherlands motorized patrolling by removing bridges, cons®ruct~:
.g réad vlocks, etc, on smcondary roads, The area assigned to the Nether

-ends company at Krawang, has an area of approximately 1,000 squar‘e kilometers§,
aviously too large for maintenance of law and order by foot patrols alone

nd this a ctlon, thereforo, renders superV1ulon more dlfflcult. ;

)

Notherlands 1ntolllgence rOports reveal many instonces of "o‘an{," ac—
tivities and otrocities in the Krawang area.in and near Rawahgedehs Only
tlie fol” owing incidents were investigoted: _ . |

)
!
I
i

S“Jch.f‘lc Inc:.dents in the Krc.wang Area

. IIS“A b
I
This is tne man ment:_oned in the comunique issued by the Netherlands
Mmy Public Raia.twons on 22" Decemben 1914.7. The following events are recon-~
structed from. his st atcment, C .

. lust‘_ was a peasant worklng in the I‘lCC flelds, who "took no part in poli~
tical activities., 4bout 3 or 4 Deccmber, 19h7, a gang entered the v:.llage

where he was working and ordered the male populatlon to i‘ollow it, for the

-surpose of carrying out sebotage,




4

As tho witacss refused to do 50, he was confined 1n a house and later ‘

“t night, he was led to the river bank, his hands tied togsbsirbehind ‘his back,
nd an .;ttumpt was made to decapitate h:Lm. The blow he received was too
low and only severed the upper muscles of his right shoulder, He fell |
into the river and was carried down stream with the current, He lost
--.11uc1ou sness for some time. and when he came to.it was daylight and he

.2 helped out of the stream by an Imdonesian known to him, He made
his way to Pasirnelstig where he met a Netherlands Arrw party which | . . .
arranged for him to be moved to a military hospital in Batavia, He s
E‘L.CO»}'(.,I‘LQ from his wound and left the hospital, He was seen by members o
of the Obscervation’Tgam at Batavia on 3 January when the scar of his .
wound was observed,. .

.

{
|
2, LIE TEK GOAN jChmese) and PA GOMPEL (Javanese) ' 5

.. The abovo-named were produced to the Observatlon THam at Krawa.ng on
; J"-m?ry by Inspector-of-Police Beretty amd the following information
5 obtaincd from them, . f -

Both ruc;n arec peasants aged about 50, They were poorly drcssed.[ They
Live in the sane house in Kampong Ginoceng.

O the night of Saturday, 6 Dgc:cmber 1947, both men were ,kidnap'ped
from their house by a party of sik men, one of whom was known to them,
Three men of the party carried rifles, The party said they were policeman
from Tgikempek and that they were going to kill them,

' The peasants after being lead to 2 river bank were struck by knives
and thrown into the river, As their wounds were not too severe they
cscaped by swimming away. o ‘

The Obsorvation T¥am saw marks of injury, one on the neck of one
peasant,the other had a head injury.

3, TiNU (Son) : T
This is the man mentioned in the Republidanr eport, as a spy, sent
to Rawahgedeh by the Netherlands a.uthorltles. . , 5
I ©
He 'is"tho son of an Ir_ldonesizm po]iceman (civil police in the Krawang -
district), ' } o
[
The interrogation of this man disclosed that he never had been ment .
Lo Rawahgedeh, neither by his father nor by the Netherlands authorities i
21t that he had been kidnapped on B December 1947 at noon from his rice o
»ield at Kampong Kapoe, by six men who led him to Rawahgedeh (about; 12
.loneters from the place where he was captured), {
! . . : |
{

There he wes confined in a house and beaten, He was told that he was -- |
swing to be killed, because his father was'in the Netherlands police and

hucause they considered himself also a spy.

Tanu (Son) succeeded in escaping from Rawahgedeh on 4 December,

|
4o - THIO GI LI, NSMAN, &nd BARTOER, Railroad Worker s ' i

These three men were on a train which was attacked by a party of about
sEn nen (1nclud1ng one armed with a rlfle,tho .others bearing knlve.,) half
o mile from Rawahgedeh-Station, carly in “December 1947, [

Thié Gi 1i was the fireman of the train, He escaped later Wi'b]%l. the ‘
cnzineer, . , { . o

Asnen and Saptoer were captured with twenty oher railway workers and |
'ecd to Rawahzedeh, There, during the night, they oscaped ‘with two Iother
wwkers,. '

[
i
i

No further news has been heard of the eighteen railway workers|who .
e at thot time onfined at Rawagedehs _ ! |
. - . ,
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THE RAWAHGEDEH INGIDENT - 9 DECEMBER 1947

A, Dackeground of O.ber-ation'

A

: This incident, at the request of the Republie of Indonesia, was inveétigated'
by -the Observatlon Team, acting under authority of the Commlttee of Good' Offices,
The investigation was carrled out between 2 Jamuary and 6 January 1948, at :
BATAVIA, KRAWANG and RAWAHGEDEH. (See 111troduct10n) P

A1 arrangements for transportatlon, safety and rationing were satisfactorlly
arranged through the Netherlands Iiaison Staff, :
|
The militery operation at RAWAHGEDEH (population estimated at between 200.
and 500) on 9 December 1947 was carried out by a force of approximately 90 men
of Major Wynen's Company (H.Q. KRAWANG) which belongs to 3 Infantry Battalion,
9 Infantry Regiment, (H.Q., TJIKAMPEK), 2 Infantry Drigade (H.Q. POERWAKARTA) of °
7 December Division (H.Q. DANDOENG). Major Wynen was the Commander of the Force,

The decision to undertake this operation, with the mission to ”clean up!
Lawahgedeh wos reached after conferences between the Company and Battalion Com-
manders, the operation being of a greater magnitude than could be undertaken
solely on the authority of the Company Comaander. The Observatlon Team is of
the opinion that the-operation also aimed at sorving as a ‘severe deterrent for
the future in the area., The Observation Team vicwed a number of 1ntelllgencc
reports on which, inter alia; it was stated by Major Wynen, the decision' for
the operation was formulated. These reports, in direct relation to Rawahgedeh,
were few in number dating back over a nonth prior to 9 December 1947, !

D Conduct of Operation _ |

The operction was conducted in the following manner: :
: .

On the night 8/9 December 1947, the Force moved by M,T, (mechanical transport)

from KRAWANG. The force was organized operationally into three parties, as under,
in order to surround IMWAHGEDEH on three sides, North, East and South:~- 5

No. (1) North party 2 Sgts, 30 Men Rifles & 1 Drenpun f
Nge (2) Eest Party 2 Officers 18/20 men  Rifles, stenguns & ,
Commander  @2/2" mortars. }

_ Major Wynen ’
No. (3) South Party 1 Sgt. Major 30 Men Rifles & 1 Drengun |
‘ |

The above parties proceeded as above indicated and were deployed in 'their
»sitions before 0530 hours 9 December l9u7, at which time the attack commenced,
1e two 2" mortars each fired 6 rounds into the kampong and Party No. 2 (Fast)
oved West, ‘entering the East side of the kampong, Movement was slow due to .
1e very muddy, slippery condition of the ground and the absence of formed paths,
1ring the whole action in the kampong no. casualties were suffered by the attack-

..1g Force, indicating that resistance was minimal, No lethal weapons of any nature
were captured or discovered, by the Netherlands Force, either during or a.fter

. the action, 4 strong natural defensive position exists in the eastern hali‘ of
the kampong, but no real idse was made of it., The move through the kampong was
campleted at 1300 hours,

Information as to number of Indonesians killed varied from 150 (Néf:h;erlands
count, to 433 (by Mphammedan Priest of RAWAHGEDEH), The Netherlands euthorities
stated 'that no women, children or older men were killed or wounded during this

action, Indonesian witnesses confirmed this statement, .



Turing this action a number of :thabltants ran out of the ka.mpoilg
- the Wgrth; fifteen of these were collected, without any resistance on
lﬂc.w mrt, by the Serzeant in charge of a party of 15 Netherlands soldiers
'mlch had been ‘deployed on the northern outskirts of the kampong. These
"5 inhatitants (stcbed by Dutch Sergeant) remained in his charge until he
m.cd ther over to his Company Commander (Major Wynen) after the conclusion
" thu operation. {

Troatient of Frisoners |

Mockri bin Saitam, an Indonesien youth, was 1ntorv1_ewcd by the Ifh.l:.tc.ry
Obscrvation Toom et KRAWAMgon 6 January 1948, This witnéss had previously -
ziven a written statement to Inspector of Police Beretty. 'I‘his was ‘produced
Lo the Cpservation Teem, The statement coversd observstions of* the witness
wring the ndlitary operation of RAWAHGEDEH on 9 lecember 1947, In ampli-

catd on of the written statement,.this witness voluntarily gave information
caeccrning the shooting of seven Indonesiand at the village of LJ’MANTRI by
ane zut,c,h sold_wr using an automatic WCapor.

Hz stated that he had personally witnessed this occurrence amd that
stero wore cbout thirty other Netherlands soldiers present in close _v1c1n1ty.
ile did not near any order to fire given, The séven Indonesians weré first
interrogated, then lined up in front of'eome bamboo growth and shot. | The
bodies were left lying where they fell, He added that to his lcnowlefdge
fhore were no other eye witnesses, The witness stated that the seven men
above—mantioned had been capturad in & pond near the railway station in the
Yampong RAWAHGEIEH wherc they were cndeavoring to hide; he further stated
that thesSe men wore long hair and derk clothes, and,therefore, were TRI
solq.ur.s. ' : o . !

Major Wynen was informed of the statement siven by Moekri bin Saltam
as above recorded, As there was question of the kampong "Djamantri,
Major Yyncn asked to produce as a witness the serpeant who, with fiftcen men,
was deployod on the North side of RAWAHGELEH, in the rice fields east’ of
jomntri., (Sergeant Windhouwers) ‘ : : ‘;

Thé-.l{ajor gloted that, after the order of reassembly had been éiven,
the Farty which had been operating at RAWAHGEDEH Station under his personnl
comsand, veubt straight to the West, along the village road, and did: not i
iroceed to jomantri, which is out of its way to the reassembly p01nt. . "

This party did not capture any orisoners, ) T

The Scresant stated that he, with his party, collected about twelvo

;¢ thirteon men who had fled thrcu'rh the rice fields, and also an IBconL,'uan ;
.Y, who had bevn badly maltrcatcd by the gang, the nl“’ht preceding the i
Ltion (sce statement of Moekri bin Saitam), This purty, (1nclud1ng the
. rison. ‘rs) follovied the irrigation canal tomrd Djamantri, then turned

cuth in arder to"join the C.0, (Major Wymen) and his Party, at the western’
‘nd of Hawchgedeh, Sergeant Windhouwer handed the prisoners to Major Wynen,
it thisd moment, the above-mentioned syy started beating some of the;pri-
soners.  The Major, after interrogating oll pr isonars, ordered foupito be

+thot bocause . thoy were Indonesian soldiers, They were killed by the fire

of one Stengun and their bodies were left lying at that place.

The Mazjor further stoted that he retained eight prisoners, whéom'he
took te Krawang, from where they were forwarded to the Battalion H.Q. at
T lilompok.. These mén were subscquently rcleased by order of the
_c.twllon Cormandor.
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FINDINGS ‘ I R P
— »

Thc Chbservation Team, . h'\Vlng considered all statc,monts and documents
s Jeced before it and alfter having visited on two occasions the area concerned,
'u"f_u,s the following findings: i

. . ﬁ

T Rcst ¢ sslicss has becn,at least since Au st 1945, a ch&racterlstic oi‘ this

rren vhich is situated approximately 55 kilometers Bast of Datavia in an’
soricu ibur rcl arca . . which produces the Dbest rice quality grown in!Java,

2. Early in 1947, the Republican Govermment attempted to restore central -~

Lom

control by disarming “"irregular® i‘orces, but achieved only limited success.

. Durediately following the Netherlands "police action', Ropubllcan
llevy ond civilian control arieared to have completely dlglntenrated.

i
h

1[5

i+ leosuly organized und*rground movement is now operating,

"his underground movement aimg to isolate the people by "remonng“ loerahs’
£ wasas and terrorizing other Indonesians sympathetic to Netherlands control,

-

I\u to render motorized metrolling 1n\,1fcct1w, by road obstructions, demoli-
t

oﬂsqﬂ cte, ) . o
Oy P.".wc‘m edch aprears to have been a pro‘bublo headquarters. for this ‘under—
;: upd movement, The loerah of Rewahgedech, who disappeared since. the action
scems to have teken an active pert in thesc activities, K

. j
7« The stgndt,u'd of living in Rawagedch is most primitive by Western
sbandards.an® must be éonsidered as an important factor m_f'luvync:mfr the
c,onchtloneoi' this area,. )

‘ 'l'r

8. ‘The action taken by the Netherlands Amy was deliberate and ruthless-
2s svidenced by the following: ' ;
. [:
2 Thore were nc Iuteh casualties, either killed or wounded, , .

b, The Netharlends Army authorities rcportc,d 150 IBdOIlCula.l’lS k:l.lled
and enly L wounded, B

¢. Women, children and old men werc waved aside and in this menner

separated from those to he killed, i
|
i

de Not one weapon (firearm) was found on Indoncsmn prisoners or
casualties (ecither dead or wounced), i

i, i force of Indoncsians armed with 40/60 rifles and one automatic
veapon was reported by Nethe rlands aithorities as the resisting
force, This foree, according to Major Viymen, opeped fire on his
rarty when it was approaching the village, fin Indonesian who had
bean maltreated and held prisoner in Rawahgedeh by this Indonesian®
group reported a force of aprroximately 100 men armed with three

‘rifles, twenty pistols, knives and hand grenades, assembled in the

v101m.tj of the Loeraht!s home at Rawahgedeh on the evening prior to
the action, He also reported that after firing two s‘aots[%lrmnediataly
»fter the Dufch mortor fire) this group fled, J'g :

I, No medical facilitiecs werc left in the v1lla.go for treatment of
Indoncsions posslbly wounded and in hiding, ' ‘.‘

s Four Indonosian soldiers were interrogated and ordercd to be shot
biyl’c,hvv Cgﬁmander of the Netherlands troops after their being properly
delivered tq hi tad b ’
fiotfreped tg hin by one of the sergeants in his comnand, (5tated by

h, Jccording to a statement by an Indonesizn, scven Indonesmn soldiers
(TRI) were shot at Djamantri by a Netherlands soldier with an avto-

. matic weapon, Mejor Wynen and his sergeant deny this st’atement.

Ncte: (No further investigation of the matters disclesed :m 8 (g) and
8 (k) was mndo, as such aption was crnsidered, by the “bservae
¥ian Taam £t~ be outside its scnpe ), .
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ANNEX_I !

DOCUMEN'TS CONSTDERED BY THE OBSERVATION TEAM ;

(a) Memorandum dated 2L, December l9h7 from the Spec1al Committee of the
Rgpublic of Indonesia (see document S/AC.10/76). J

;

(b) Memorandum dated 3 January 1948 from the Nethcrlunds delegation i
(see . document S/AC 10/80), '

i "
(c) Letter dated 3 January 19&8 from the Speclal Comnittee of the Republlc
of Indonesia: = ) :

. . !

Sir, ‘ ‘ ' T

In answer ﬂo'your request for information as to how events has led to
the Rgwahgedeh incident, I have the honour to forward ane ktract of the report
which has been drawn up in relation to this affair by A. X, . The extract is

as follows: o _ : ) .4

S and 'M.W. inhabitants of the Krawang &rea statéd that on 3 December 1947

at 16,00 hours local time-Dajat (M.I.D. agent i.e.: Dutch 'Military Intelli-
gence agent) was ordered by his father corporal Tanu (M.I.D. agent in. 'Krawang)
to proceed to Rawehgedeh for investigation in this area. ' f

Since the pOpulatlon of Rawahredeh received notice of the subject of
.Dajatts’visit when he arrived at. this villepe they seized him and hsld MmO
ceptive," .

While being detained his captors tried to persuade him to abandon hlS obJect
‘to hold an investigation, to convince him 6f his erring Qttltude,'und’to
‘reconvert him into loyalty to the Republic, without. avall however. One
nisht Dajat succeeded to escepe and reported his experiences at Rawahfcdoh

to his f ather and another M,I.D. agent Kalim, He told them that his capbors :
had tortured him and that Rawahredch was a stronghold of .popular r351stanoo.

|
This information was iorthw1th relayed to the Dutch force of occupation at
Rawahedeh whlch on 9 Deccmber 1947 sent a Tully armed umit to Rgwahg odeh ‘
v1llage.
The result of this adtion has beén brousht to your &ttentlon in my letter of
2l Docamber 1947 (No. 32/P.I./K). !

L

Personal data of Corporal T.mu and Kalim is as followas:

Tanu {agé h5: orl ginating from Krawang, address Kampoq; Bubulak (West
of Krawang)i-

Before the war PDl}cc corooral of Assistant-Wedana,
Durlng the Jaoanese‘ ccupation. : cabdriver,
After Japanese cdplt latlon : passed hls time with gambling,

Kalim (age 40 nrlPlnatlnﬂ from uombong, address Kampong Bubulak
Krawang Kubn,. -

Before the war : Pollce detective "

Inrlng.hhe Japanese occupation-_Police deteotlve

After Japahese ¢apituletion : food peddler. S PR

I have the honour to be,

Sy
o Slr,
Yodr ooedlent uervant .

/s/

Or,. J, Leimena, Chairman, L



—
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i

Jacarta, 5 Jatiuary 1948,

Sir,

|

: E

- [ e - . - i
i [

|

. "I herewith have the honour fo submit to you an extract of the
story you requested to Dr. Leimera on 3 January 1948.n . Lo

I have the honour to ba,
Sir, .
Your obedient servant,
/s/

Capt. 4. Ziklr, lst Secretary,

for the Chairman of the Speocial Committae
of the Republic of Indonesia.

Attachmsntl '

i
1. Since the 17th century, since the Dutch East Indies Company settled
in Jacarta, the Princedom of Matarem gradually lost its control over these

~areas until at the end they wére separated from it to become & source of
.“dispute between conflicting powers striving to gain authority over thls

‘territory. These bontrover51as duely resulted in armed c¢lashes which
brought especially the areas arpund Jacarta 1,e, the Krawang, Daatinagara
and Tangerang aresa into a permanent state of war, confusion and misery.
This stete of affairs wns caused by the irade policy of the Dutch.é
2, Being in need of money to strenghten their control in this terrltor{
the Dutch sold the land they held to rich people (Chinese, Europeans Gn)u
This land-has since been known as prlvafely%cwnedfiand. Ths ownership of
guch land did not only give the right to the land but alec gave mutherity
over the population of this area. Moreover, the owner was responsgible for

" the maintenance of law and order in this 1and and had to sea to 1t that
- public roads ¢rossing his territory woitld be well kept. |

. In relation to these matters the population of- prlvatelygownad%land
the tenant farmers had to give one fifth of their.crop to the landlord es
rent They also werse obliged to carry out regular forced labour. !

&hese landlords in general cared only--for their own interest, and were

;ggiirely free. to burden their tanants,wlth whatever measures they l%ked,e.g.

- forced labours In carrying out, hlB duty to look aftar the malntenance
of public roads the landlord ordered gvery inhabitant of his land tg forced
labour, that is repairing and condt¥ucting roads, if someons WaAS reported
absent on duty whether with or without gpod Tegsons, this parsoh was fineds
The money to be paid wgs not claimed in opne payment but in installments so
as to have a means of ceercion agalnst the v1ctim. This may be illus*rated
with the fcllowing:

_ be Notification of harvesting peddys Every tenant who intended to Teap

his paddy, must give notice of this fact to the landlord at least eight

days in advance. Whenever a tenant was found neglacting this regulation,

he was ordered first to meet the payment of his finé beforse being allowed

to harvest his paddye In this way the henant who could not pay the rest

of his fine was compelled to glve part if not the whole of his harvest

as down payment, |

In case the farmer refused to do se he was.forced to sell srme of his

propefty or let his paddy rot in the fisldea '

¢co Notification of intended marriage: If n man living on this privafely

owned land would marry he wes first to ask permission of and to introduoe ‘

the bride to be to his landlord, This consent was often acquired in|a ﬁ&j;_____\\
which should rather not be mentioned. It would suffice to draw attaﬁf*qn

to the great number of inhabitants of mixed blood in: these~areas-
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de For the purpose of maintdining law and order on his land the landlerds
had the right to oreate hile own police forces It ofton happendd that to
safeguard his property, his person and hls authority the landlerd hired
local ruffians, i.0. bandits, murderers, etcs to be his bodyguard.\ The
character, of this "preservation of peace" loaves no doubt as the wayo and
meens to preserve the “peaco" . ,
l

Wlth the shifting of Dutch confgol over these areas follewed by the

Jupanese”occupation the pressuwe upoh the population of privately,ownad land

was temp 41y 1ifted to be roturned in greader degree howdver in accordance -

with the dveation of Japana;e control. ) ;
‘TYoss co ditions and ms \'g other faqtors added with the Japanese ACCU
pationf with ifa inhuman agpetia: ‘like glaye labour (romusha) etec. 8o that the
péoplg of thege areas losv all segurity c! living, as they expected any
momen} to be taken away no metter where thay lived, This situation kindled

fedrjend from/want. Evidénce #h this fact was given when thousundy of,

wit%Zh this oppressod peopulatioll an overwhelming desire ts be Ires, free from

people from b&ese areas Joined the maﬁs meetihg in Jalarta on the indepsndenoe
of Indonesiao . |

- y

By lifting all<ppreasive T gulation etc. peace reﬁurned to Les L eag’
and its people turned int¢ loyal citi¥eng of “thp Republic gespeot ng 2he
Government and 1oving their Arm and yeady 4o Worifice 11 Q and prope?fy



during the ccurse of the investigation: l

A,

B,

Ce

D,

ANNEX _IIL : '*k

LIST OF WITNESSES

\
|
i
1

The following people were interviewed by the Rawah?edeh Observatlon Team

3 January 1948 (Batavia) , .

1, Mista, mentioned in the Netherlands communiqué of 22 December l9h7 ag ' !
a prcoumed victim of terrorlsts in the Krawang area (See Sectlon II)\ . ;

J

[
. . e . . |
\

I, Jarmary 1948 (7atav1a) _

2, Major Wynen, (3d Bn, 9th Inf, Reﬂt ) C. 0. of the Inf. Co. at Krawang,
who carrlcd out the operation a zainst Rawahgedch on 9 Decemberll9h7.

/

|

k

5 January 1948 (Rawahgedeh)

'3, The Acting Leerah, the villaze moslem relisious leader, and'several
residents of Rawahgedeh., They gave weneral testimony on the operation
of § December which was con51dered to be mainly an attemmt to divert’
attention from the v1llabc, and was therefore not given breat welght.

6 January 1948 (Krawang) }

L. Civil authorities (Indonesians) of Krawang and Rengasdenzklok who
gave general information on administrative, social and polltlcal affalrs /
1n the Krawany area, W f
' - ol '
5. Major en: C.0, of the Inf. Company stationed at Krawang was
interviewed several times regarding the operation of 9 December 1947.
o . . )

6. Commissioner Beretty: Inspector of Police of Krawang, who was e
interviewed with régard to intelligence reports précedln" the actlon
against Rawahgedeh. g

7. Moekri btin Saitam, who had besn led to ?awahfedeh by extremlsts the
nisht beforé the action (8 Decémber). He was in Rawahgedeh, as a prisoner
of the gang, during the actlon. He gave a written statement to’ Commissioner
Beretty and nupplemented this statement by several declarations, doncerning
the shooting of prisoners by Netherlands troops jmmediately after the
actlon. |

&, Sergeent Windhouwer, who was in charge of the East flank of the North
Party, during the operation, He was interviewed in connection with Moekri
bin Saitam's statement regarding the treatment of prisoners at Kampong

Dgamantrl. . i

l
g. Tanu (son) who had been mentioned in & Reauollcarlreport as a'5py sent,
to Rawehgedch by Hetherlands intelligence. % appeared to have beenc ap~
tured by e gang in the rice fields and’ brouvh to Rawahgedeh unde: threat

of being killed but was able to escape,

10, Tanu (father) and Kelim, both policemen of the district Krawang whose[
testlmony dld not reveal any new element ' ! ! l

11, Saoekim, Loersh of Tandjung Foerah, whc wzs cited in the Repyblican :
report as having established lists of people killed and wounded by the:
Netherlands Army in Rewehsedch cn 9 December,

The witness Cenied ncwing the slightest deteil about the operation and
stated thet he-had never -tesn to Rawehgedeh, '
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Koanma, Ghiel irvication official of the Krawang district, also _
cited in tuo Ropublican report. He had not'heen to Rawa.h'redoh and
know nething of the operation on 9 Jecember, f

]

-

Lic Tek Yzan, (Chinesc) and Pa Gorpel (Javanese), who wore produced

ot < s vl n e

3 lntp*rtor of Police Deretty, Both claimed to have bconiv:.ctlms

of vurrorist uctwltles. : !
VNN 1i, Aspandand Saphoph, railwey workers who were also
oduced by Inspector of Police Beretty, They were nctlm;s of
en attack by the Rawahgedeh zang on a train at Rawahgedeh and
.ucc:.,eded in escoping with two other men, Seventeen other™
1vilway men, who were captured with them on the same traln,
ware never scenagain after this incident and are thought to
nave been killed by the gangs - l "




