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Currently there is no general sustainability framework for different types of biomass. This depends on

many factors such as location and application. Additional criteria, including quality assurance, can be

formulated for biomass flows that are encouraged by the government and for biomass flows that have a

high risk of causing negative sustainability effects. Note that for the promotion of fuels from waste as an 

alternative for crop fuels, in case of import from outside the EU we have to rely on the legal waste 

framework of other countries. Even more it should be emphasized that waste management and 

supervision is needed to control the environmental impact of waste treatment, which makes it less

attractive for a material to be marked as waste. However to avoid the deliberately use of a “waste 

claim” on a product, there is an need for supervision. On Indirect Land Use Change (iLUC) risks, we are 

currently implementing the ILUC-Directive to mitigate a part of these risks.
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The developments in e.g. gasification, torrefaction, fermentation and pyrolysis of biomass are laborious and are 

not in line with the need to develop these technologies rapidly and implement them at competing prices.

Continuing support for this development is needed.

 

 
 



 

 

    

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

There is a need for a harmonized European sustainability system for these biomass. The relation with 

the Waste Directive is important. Some useful bio energy options cannot develop because of specific . 

definitions in the Waste Directive. Harmonisation is needed. Also Air quality measures are important 

especially for small scale installations with high emissions in residential areas. Note that these remarks 

are related to bio energy, not to general EU-policies.  
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In order to guarantee the sustainability of biomass production, it is necessary to work both on the

harmonisation of sustainability criteria for biomass and the overall sustainability of production

(including social and possible geopolitical effects). Because biomass competes in the market with

fossil and mineral resources, the unilateral introduction of sustainability criteria for biomass might 

make market introduction more difficult. There is a need for a sustainability framework for all 

materials, not only biomass. Additional sustainability criteria, including quality assurance, can be 

introduced for biomass that are supported by the government and for high-risk flows of biomass. 

We are in favor of a harmonized European sustainability system for these biomass flows. We are 

currently implementing Dutch sustainability criteria in our Environmental Law for solid biomass for 

energy purposes. See attached a file with these criteria. We look forward working with the Member 

States and European Commission to further develop these criteria.
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The aim for all these biomass flows remains the development of a harmonised European

sustainability system, based on the continued development of existing systems. The sustainability

criteria of the Energy Agreement for Sustainable Growth (Energieakkoord), including the initial

growth path for full testing at area level, are some of the most progressive and far-reaching 

criteria in the world. A harmonized European sustainability scheme should include social criteria 

and effects on soil, water and ILUC, also for biofuels and bio liquids.
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For more references, see the uploaded Strategic Vision for Biomass 2030 and the Dutch 

sustainability criteria for solid biomass for energy purposes.
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Thank you for participation to the consultation! 


