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Department of Food, Animal Health
and Welfare and Consumer Policy

Prins Clauslaan 8
Postbus 20401
2500 EK  Den Haag
www.rijksoverheid.nl/eleni

Our ref.
212458

Dear Commissioner Dalli,

The European Commission envisages a new EU strategy for animal welfare that
will play a key part in shaping European animal welfare policy.

The Dutch Government’s coalition agreement reflects the country’s concern for
safeguarding animal welfare, a concern the Dutch Parliament shares.
I am confident you understand these concerns, and I would like to express my
appreciation for the regular constructive contacts and the open dialogue on this
subject between my Ministry and your Directorate General. I would also like to
express my confidence that our productive cooperation and dialogue will continue
during further development and elaboration of the EU strategy. In this letter,
I would like to clarify some key areas I would like to see addressed by the new EU
strategy for animal welfare.

First and foremost, I believe the new EU strategy must be ambitious in its
approach to further improve animal welfare. Of the three policy options you have
outlined (baseline /no action, legislative options and non-legislative options),
the baseline option is unacceptable for the Netherlands, as it does not meet public
expectations about animal welfare. There is a growing social awareness of animal
welfare in Europe and beyond, clearly reflected in the evaluation of the EU animal
welfare policy and the results of the Eurobarometer. Moreover, the Treaty of
Lisbon explicitly recognises animal welfare as an area of public concern. In
addition, further development of EU animal welfare policy is necessary to create a
level playing field, fair competition and for proper functioning of the internal
market.

I think a sound mix of both the  ‘legislative’ and ‘non-legislative’ policy options will
be needed for developing a new EU strategy.
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a. Legislative Options
Regarding the legislative options you outlined, I would welcome a proposal for a
framework law that establishes general provisions. However, as I indicated earlier
in the Agricultural Council, I also think specific legislation is necessary for animal
categories not covered by any specific EU legislation. I believe the Council of
Europe’s recommendations could provide a good basis for this.

 I would also urge the Commission to
introduce a good regulation for the labelling of animal products in relation to
animal welfare.

I also indicated in the Agricultural Council that I would like to see more ambitious
standards and regulations for existing EU regulations. In this respect I would urge
modernisation or reform of various parts of these regulations, where I consider
that the following areas of legislation should have priority for farm animals:

2) Ban on the use of the current 
 and inclusion of mandatory stunning

methods for farmed fish (incl. eel);
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As you can see, I believe there are many important aspects within the framework
of the new EU welfare strategy for the coming years and I would be glad to
continue discussions with the Commission about the development and elaboration
of this strategy. During your visit to the Netherlands on 11 November 2010, you
accepted my invitation for a working visit to demonstrate innovative examples
where animal welfare and economy go hand in hand. I would be grateful for the
opportunity to meet with you in the Netherlands in the next few months so we can
discuss animal welfare. I look forward to further illustrating why we must be
ambitious in our efforts to create an EU animal welfare strategy. Our departments
will coordinate an appropriate date for your visit.

Henk Bleker
Minister for Agriculture and Foreign Trade



















   

    

             
          

             
      
       
          

            
          

      

  

 

           
           

           
  

            
        

           
         

         
       

            
         

  
              

       
     

  
               

           
          

       
   

             
             

             
          

   



             
         
            

            
           
             

            
 

           
             
            

            
        

          
             

           
           

        
           

  
        

          
 

           
   

           

   

    

 

   





 

  
 

  
   

                 
             

          
     

            
    

   






